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FranceFrance

• What are the main physical and economic 
regions of France?

• How have changes in government 
affected the extent of French territory?

• How is language related to culture in 
France?

• What economic and social uncertainties 
are part of French life today?
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France is divided into several historic, cultural, and economic regions.
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Regions and Economic ActivitiesRegions and Economic Activities

• In the north, Paris is the political, economic, and 
cultural capital, and it is a center of industry.

• Southwestern France is known for its wine production.
• The Alps hindered movement between Italy and France 

until a tunnel was built under Mont Blanc.
• The French Riviera is renowned for its beaches and 

international film festival.
• The Rhine Valley provinces in the east are rich in 

natural resources.
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Understanding the PastUnderstanding the Past

• Gaul was conquered by the Romans and adopted the 
Latin language and later the Christian religion.

• The Franks later conquered Gaul and gave their name to 
the region.

• Charlemagne, the greatest Frankish ruler, set up an 
efficient administration, but his empire fell apart after his 
death.

• Hugh Capet became the ruler of Paris and its surrounding 
lands in A.D. 987, and under his heirs the monarchy grew 
strong and expanded the country until its borders were 
almost the same as those of modern France.

• In 1789, the monarchy came to a bloody and violent end 
in the French Revolution.

• Since the revolution, France has had several different 
forms of government, including republics, empires, and a 
constitutional monarchy.
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Language and CultureLanguage and Culture

One Country, One Language
• Before the 1500s, French was 

only spoken around Paris.
• As French kings expanded 

their control, they decreed 
that the language of Paris 
become the language of all 
the lands they ruled.

• Other languages such as 
German and Breton are still 
spoken, as are several 
dialects, or variations of a 
language unique to a region.

• French is the national 
language.

• The French Academy, 
established in 1635, works to 
preserve the purity of the 
French language.

Cultural Identity
• French heroes include 

philosophers, such as Rene 
Descartes and Voltaire.

• French artists were leaders in 
the painting style known as 
Impressionism.

• Paris has been the cultural 
center of France for 
centuries.

• Museums such as the Louvre 
celebrate French artistic 
achievements.

• Paris is known for its 
theaters, ballets, operas, 
orchestras, and cinemas.
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France TodayFrance Today

• After World War II, the French government established 
programs to modernize the economy and balance growth 
among France’s regions.

• France also nationalized, or brought under state control, 
some businesses considered vital to national interests.

• France is a wealthy nation, but in the 1990s it struggled to 
recover from an economic recession, when unemployment 
was high.

• Immigrants, many from North Africa, were the focus of 
racial tensions.
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Section 1 ReviewSection 1 Review

Under whom did the Franks control most of Western Europe?
a) Julius Caesar
b) Charlemagne
c) Hugh Capet
d) Napoleon Bonaparte

What organization was established to preserve the purity of the 
French language?

a) the National Assembly
b) the French Academy
c) the Louvre
d) the European Union

Want to connect to the World Geography link for this section? Click Here!
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GermanyGermany

• How did Germany achieve unification in 
the 1800s and the 1900s?

• How do physical characteristics affect 
economic activities and patterns of 
settlement in Germany?

• What challenges does Germany face in 
the world today?
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Germany’s Struggle for UnityGermany’s Struggle for Unity

Divided German States
• Once part of Charlemagne’s 

empire, Germany broke up 
into many small states after 
his death.

• The Protestant Reformation 
divided Germany further.

• Prussia merged many 
German states into a 
confederation, and after 
defeating France in war, the 
new German Empire was 
forged.

United Germany’s Defeats
• Defeated in World War I, 

Germany was forced to pay 
reparations, which caused 
inflation and economic 
collapse.

• Adolph Hitler and the Nazis 
rose to power during the 
1930s, promising to restore 
German glory.

• Germany was defeated 
again in World War II by 
Allied countries.

One People, Two Countries
• Germany was divided during the Cold War into West and East Germany.
• In 1989, a wave of protests overturned the Communist East German 

government, opening the borders and leading to a reunited Germany.
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Germany’s land can be divided into three bands.
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Physical CharacteristicsPhysical Characteristics

• Northern Germany is covered by the North German 
Plain, with important industries, Germany’s largest 
cities, and access to the North Sea and the Baltic Sea.

• Central Germany is one of the most important industrial 
areas in the world, and it is also home to Germany’s 
banking center at Frankfurt.

• Southern Germany borders the Bavarian Alps, and its 
largest city, Munich, became Germany’s cultural center 
after World War II.
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Germany in the World TodayGermany in the World Today

• Germany is Western Europe’s leading industrial 
power and the third most technologically powerful 
economy after the United States and Japan.

• Germany retains strong economic ties with 
Eastern Europe and Northern Eurasia, and it is a 
leading member in the European Union.

• An aging population has pushed social security 
outlays to exceed contributions from workers.

• About $100 billion is spend every year to upgrade 
the economy of the eastern lands once under 
Communist control.

• Unemployment, violence against foreign workers, 
and environmental pollution are other problems 
Germany faces.
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Section 2 ReviewSection 2 Review

Tensions between the Soviet Union and the Western Allies 
resulted in 

a) Germany paying heavy reparations to the Allies.
b) the division of Germany into East and West.
c) the rapid reconstruction of Germany.
d) the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Where are the most important German industries located?
a) on the North German Plain
b) in central Germany
c) in southern Germany
d) in Prussia

Want to connect to the World Geography link for this section? Click Here!
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The Benelux CountriesThe Benelux Countries

• In what major way have the Dutch 
changed their physical environment?

• How has language affected culture in 
Belgium?

• How have economic activities changed in 
Luxembourg?
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The NetherlandsThe Netherlands

• When the Romans conquered the area, they built dikes, or 
embankments of rock and earth, to hold back the sea 
water.

• The Dutch became more skillful at creating new land, 
building dikes, pumping out water, and creating polders,
land reclaimed from the sea.

• Beginning in the 1200s, the Dutch used windmills to power 
the pumps.

• Almost one third of the country is below sea level.
• The Netherlands has an extremely high population density, 

and almost half of the land is used for agriculture.
• The Dutch government devotes special attention to 

preserving rural land and preventing the densely 
populated area from expanding into it.

• Situated at the mouth of the Rhine, Rotterdam serves as a 
link between much of Europe and the world.
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BelgiumBelgium

• About 30 percent of Belgians speak French and 
call themselves Walloons, while about 55 percent 
speak a dialect of Dutch called Flemish.

• After Belgium gained independence from the 
Netherlands, relations between Walloons and 
Flemings grew more tense, as the only official 
language was French.

• To resolve the conflict, the national government 
made Flemish an official language.

• The Belgian Parliament has recently passed laws 
to decentralize its government, or transfer power 
to smaller regions.
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LuxembourgLuxembourg

• Luxembourg covers only 990 square miles (2,564 sq km).
• Luxembourg maintains cultural ties with Belgium, 

Germany, and France, and three languages are spoken 
there.

• Luxembourg has one of the highest standards of living in 
Europe.

• The economy has diversified from steel-making into high-
tech firms and service industries.

• Luxembourg is a member of the European Union.
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Beginning in the 1200s, what did the Dutch use to power their 
water pumps?

a) human labor
b) animals
c) windmills
d) steam engines

How did Belgium resolve tensions between Walloons and 
Flemings?

a) Flemings were forced to learn French.
b) Flemings and Walloons were required to be bilingual.
c) French was dropped as an official language.
d) Flemish was made an official language.

Want to connect to the World Geography link for this section? Click Here!
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Switzerland and AustriaSwitzerland and Austria

• How is the character of Switzerland 
shaped by its past, its cultural identity, its 
prosperous market economy, and its 
involvement in global trade?

• How have shifting political boundaries 
and patterns of settlement affected life in 
Austria?
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SwitzerlandSwitzerland

Switzerland has three official languages and various cultural 
groups that have maintained their distinct identities and political 
autonomy.

Understanding the Past
• The Swiss Confederation was 

formed in 1291 to fight 
against Austria.

• Switzerland has been 
recognized as a neutral 
country since the 1800s.

Cultures and Citizenship
• Twenty-six cantons, or states, 

make up Switzerland today.
• The cantons have a great deal 

of control over their own 
affairs.

A Prosperous Market Economy
• Switzerland enjoys a very 

high standard of living.
• Dairy farming is the most 

important form of agriculture 
to Switzerland.

Specializing for Global Trade
• With few natural resources, 

Switzerland specializes in 
banking, tourism, and making 
products that require skilled 
labor.
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AustriaAustria

• Austria was once the seat of an empire that controlled much of 
Eastern Europe, but after World War I it collapsed and was broken 
into several new countries.

• Because Austria is so mountainous, most people live in the 
eastern lowlands.

• Austria, using Switzerland as a model for economic renewal, has 
created specialized industries, but it also has mineral resources 
that are sometimes extracted through strip mining.

• Vienna, the country’s capital, was the political and cultural center 
of the Austrian Empire.  It has declined in population, but it still 
draws tourists to its many cultural and historical attractions.
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Section 4 ReviewSection 4 Review

The cantons of Switzerland
a) possess a great deal of political and cultural autonomy.
b) are culturally homogeneous.
c) have no political autonomy from the central government.
d) have a very low standard of living.

After World War I, the Austro-Hungarian Empire
a) controlled most of Eastern Europe.
b) collapsed and was broken up to form other countries.
c) gained control of part of Italy.
d) formed an alliance with Germany.

Want to connect to the World Geography link for this section? Click Here!
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